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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 COTONO 01049 231416Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO ACDA-07 AID-05 MC-02 CIAE-00 
DODE-OO PM-04 H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 
PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 /082 W 

058494 231951Z/73 

R 231300Z JUN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY COTONOU 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9799 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
AMEMBASSY ACCRA 
AMEMBASSY CONAKRY 
AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
AMCONSUL IBADAN 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
AMEMBASSY LOME 
AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 

CONFIDENTIAL COTONOU 1049 

ABIDJAN FOR USDAO, PARIS FOR MET, ONE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, MOLL, FR, DM 

SUB J : BENINESE REQUEST FOR CONTINUED FRENCH MILITARY ASSISTANCE 

1 . FRENCH AMBASSADOR TOLD US IN CONFIDENCE JUNE 23 THAT HE HAD 
RECEIVED LETTER FROM PRESIDENT KEREKOU EXPRESSING SURPRISE THAT 
THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT HAD NOT PROVIDED THE USUAL DONATION OF 
MILITARY EQUIPMENT. KEREKOU REPORTEDLY EXPRESSED STRONG HOPE 
THAT FRENCH AMBASSADOR WOULD INTERCEDE WITH HIS GOVERNMENT TO 
RESTORE MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO PREVIOUS LEVELS. 

2. FRENCH AMBASSADOR EXPLAINED THAT IN THE PAST HIS GOVERNMENT 
HAS GIVEN BENIN/DAHOMEY ANNUALLY BETWEEN 150 AND 200 MILLION 
CFA WORTH OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT, PRIMARILY VEHICLES, AMMUNITION, 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 COTONO 01049 231416Z 

AND SPARE PARTS. FOLLOWING WITHDRAWAL OF FRENCH MILITARY ATTACHE 
AND MILITARY ADVISORS IN 1976, FRENCH GOVERNMENT DECIDED TO 
SUSPEND THIS GRANT MILITARY ASSISTANCE. FRENCH AMBASSADOR NOTED 
THAT HE PERSONALLY FELT THAT FRENCH SHOULD CONTINUE 
MILITARY MATERIEL ASSISTANCE AT FORMER LEVEL SINCE IT WOULD 
ENABLE WEST TO MAINTAIN SOME FORM OF LEVERAGE UPON BENINESE 
MILITARY. HE EXPECTS TO RECOMMEND THAT HIS GOVERNMENT RECONSIDER 
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ITS PREVIOUS DECISION. THOMPSON 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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